


“At Kid Power, we believe that every voice matters.  

 

We create safe spaces for young people to express their opinions and be partners in our work.  

Input from our dedicated staff, community partners, parents, generous donors, and funders are  

instrumental to best meet continually evolving community needs. 

 

In this annual report, you will hear their voices. From student enthusiasm about giving back to 

their communities and parent gratitude for being exposed to new experiences, their voices  

illustrate program impact. You will also see data highlighting gains in student academic  

assessments, social behavior scores, and nutrition and wellness. This year also marked an even 

greater period of listening and reflection through a strategic alignment project. Using feedback 

from dozens of stakeholders, our Board of Directors and staff are currently working on a strategic 

plan that will  share our values and operationalize our plans for growth.  

 

This year we are also celebrating significant multi-year government investments and strong  

financial management which have positioned us to innovate and expand. It is truly an exciting 

time for our Kid Power family and I’m thrilled to continue to move the goal post with all of you  

to ensure that every D.C. student has the opportunities to develop into healthy, informed,  

engaged, and confident adults.” 

Executive Director 



The way I can make a difference in my community is to make the earth 

better by cleaning up trash and putting up "No littering" signs, like what we 

did with our community service project. We do a lot, like the fun field trips 

to the high schools where you get to do really cool activities and earn  

prizes. At Kid Power, I learned how to eat healthy and how to write stories. 

My favorite activities are art and STEM. 

It was the vision of our co-founders that young people could become agents of positive change 

in their own communities that led to the launch of Kid Power in 2002.  

 

In 2008 and 2011, respectively, Kid Power completed acquisitions of Linking Communities for  

Educational Success and Facilitating Leadership in Youth, non-profits that worked with youth east 

of the Anacostia River. In 2014, the organization made a strategic decision to deepen its impact 

at schools by increasing youth served at each site and moving more resources to areas of  

greatest need. 

 

Kid Power is the only nonprofit expanded learning program offering a three-pronged approach to 

helping underserved D.C. students grow and become engaged leaders in their communities. 

Each year, Kid Power helps hundreds of youth succeed academically, empowers them to  

become engaged leaders and responsible citizens, and fosters healthy living through community 

gardens. Kid Power students work every day to build a stronger, healthier, and more resilient  

District of Columbia.  



Kid Power’s after-school and summer programs address these needs as we foster scholastic  

improvement, positive social-emotional growth, and increased civic engagement through  

evidenced-based strategies such as hands-on instruction, mentorship and small group instruction, 

school-day alignment, family engagement, and differentiated instruction.  



 

PHYSCIAL AND EMOTIONAL ENRICHMENT 

In VeggieTime activities, students engage in a weekly standards- 

based environmental science and health curriculum that  

includes the following hands-on activities:  

 

•  Science experiments and exploratory learning 

•  Hands-on school-based gardening lessons 

•  Cooking and recipe development classes 

•  Farmers’ and school-based markets that give youth  

    financial literacy and public speaking skills 

•  Environmental service projects (PSAs on  

     healthy eating, school-wide greening  

     initiatives, and more) 

•  “Art with a Purpose” activities focus on  

     mindfulness, expression, and emotion  

     regulation 

 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT 

Our daily After-School Program runs 2.5 hours/day for 30-40 weeks (varies per site) and includes the 

following components: 

 

In Academic Power Hour, students participate in daily homework help and small group mentoring/

tutoring through: 

• Innovative and hands-on academic activities 

• Working with DCPS teachers to promote school day alignment 

• Weekly STEM lessons such as chemistry, physics, geometry, and engineering 



On average, positive social-emotional scores increase 3% over the summer. However, in just 5 short 

weeks, Kid Power saw significant growth. According to Kid Power Summer Teachers:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our daily Summer Leadership Academy serves 125 students and runs 7 hours/day for 5 weeks.  

Students participate in morning academic classes (ELA, Math, and Civics) and afternoon  

enrichment sessions based on the VeggieTime and Citizenship Programs. The Academy provides 

workforce development skills such as public speaking, marketing, financial literacy, team-building, 

and goal-setting.  

 

CIVIC ENRICHMENT 

In the Citizenship Project, students study U.S. History and the building blocks of citizenship through 

reading comprehension lessons and activities that reinforce the democratic process and encourage 

participation.  

 

Student Elections allow students to democratically elect class leaders and  

establish a Kid Power Congress to create and pass bills pertaining to  

program operations. Elected leaders participate in trainings that  

provide leadership tools to help them perform a variety of tasks. 

 

Service learning including "Micro-level" projects (school-wide  

services such as bullying prevention) and "Macro-level" projects  

(community service projects such as Meals on Wheels) gives  

students an opportunity to make a tangible impact in the  

community. 

 

Weekly “Kid Power Circles” allow students to share positive  

moments and challenges, give feedback about activities,  

participate in team-building activities, and lead discussions  

on topics such as “being a good teammate.”   



I wanted my children to learn how to cook and to recognize and choose healthy 

options, and Kid Power introduced my family to different approaches to growing, 

cooking and enjoying all vegetables. They have been involved with Kid Power for 

over 11 years and they still value what they've learned. Lessons from the program 

helped them with summer jobs as counselors, to feeding the homeless, to creating 

their own hot sauce and pickles, to college and career planning. Still today, they 

enjoy making homemade kale chips and zucchini bread from the Kid Power  

recipes. 

 

Providing weekly after-school programs and field trips for two children can be  

extremely expensive, so the major impact that Kid Power has had on my family is 

through its generosity. They are also inclusive in their methods of making sure all  

children are recognized and feel welcomed. Through Kid Power, my children  

participated in a City Council meeting and are planning to attend Advisory  

Neighborhood Commission meetings to see how they can get more involved in the 

community.   

 

I feel lucky to have been involved with a school that provided such a resource. This 

is why I volunteer today with Kid Power because I want to be able to give back to 

an organization that gives so much. 



When I talk about Kid Power I get emotional because of the students’  

excitement when they see me at the beginning of their Kid Power  

program. They are beaming with joy and curiosity asking, ‘What are we 

going to learn today?’ I love how we can focus on the whole child by  

giving them the tools and resources that they can use in every aspect of 

their lives. I know that academics are key to our students' success, but life 

skills are just as important. We provide a holistic approach with focusing on 

how the child interacts with their peers, being a positive influence in their 

communities, and how to make healthy choices. 





I love giving students the opportunity to learn and explore new hobbies outside 

of the classroom, especially if they may not otherwise have that opportunity. This 

past year, we beautified a Kid Power site by putting up new fencing, creating 

signs and decorations, and building and painting benches. It’s amazing to see 

the outcome of your work immediately! And on top of that, we are working  

outside all day with Kid Power staff so it’s a ton a fun. 

 

If Deloitte’s pro bono support and fundraising efforts can help to support kids  

enrolled in Kid Power’s programs, I would consider our partnership a huge  

success. 



Every time I visit a Kid Power site, I see the youth engaged in fun meaningful  

opportunities involving food. I have had the opportunity to see kids make salsa, 

homemade ice cream, and participate in cooking demonstrations. The enthusiasm 

the youth have for these projects is contagious (I made ice cream too) and if they 

bring half of that enthusiasm home with them, I imagine they make an impact on 

the way their families think about food and the way they eat.  

 

Serve DC’s success is reflected in Kid Power’s success. We want to make sure that 

everyone has a positive experience, from the young people served by Kid Power’s 

programs to the AmeriCorps Members that serve those young people.         

 

            

 

Pamela Weinberg, AmeriCorps Program Director 



I can impact my community because I've learned how to plant and  

go through the process of growing vegetables and fruits. I think I've 

learned enough to teach my family and I also think I could start a  

community garden. Also, at Kid Power, we have “Art with a Purpose”  

lessons and I love to do art. What I've learned has really helped me  

during my day-time art lessons and how to work with others. 



REVENUE & SUPPORT 

Grants (Restricted, Federal, Local, Corporate & Foundations)             $878,025.35 

Unrestricted (Individual and Major Donors)      $41,738 

Campaigns (United Way, Combined Federal Campaign)     $5,188.98 

Special Events          $7,549.72 

Earned Income (Sales, Consulted Services)      $95,927.28 

In-Kind            $224,256.05 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

After-school Programs          $749,966 

Summer Program          $170,990 

Administration          $125,019 

Fundraising & Development        $83,446 

EXPENSES REVENUE 



POWERBLAZERS is an original middle-school career-readiness program that offers students a 

hands-on approach to finding their first job through engaging games, challenges, and  

activities. It exposes students to professional skills such as goal setting, resume writing, and  

confidence building. The successful program will be extended from a 6-week model to a  

14-week model in the 2018-2019 school-year.  

 

 

“ART WITH A PURPOSE” is a structured social and emotional learning program that provides  

students with a creative outlet. The program focuses on self-expression, mindfulness, emotion 

regulation, and ways to positively work with others. After a successful pilot at our elementary 

school sites in the 2017-18 school year, we are expanding the program to our middle school 

sites during the 2018-19 school year. 

 

 

PICKLE POWER curriculum merges what students have learned in gardening and cooking  

classes with lessons about entrepreneurship and product design. We grew the program giving 

students an opportunity to collaborate with a local chef to make their own pickles to sell at 

school-based markets and raise money for a cause of their choice. Now, we’re excited to  

include a Pickle Power component to our future alumni program. 

 

 

VEGGIETIME COOKBOOK is a new component to VeggieTime that allows students to apply  

lessons on healthy cooking and nutrition to an original cookbook featuring their favorite  

recipes, creative writing, art, and illustration. At the completion of the program, each student 

will receive a printed and bound cookbook. At our 7th  Annual Taste of the Garden, the “Best 

of VeggieTime” Cookbook will be available.   



Kid Power, Inc. is honored to recognize the financial commitment of these foundations, businesses, 

organizations and individuals during the 2017-2018 year that made a meaningful difference in the 

lives of Kid Power students.   
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Kid Power believes in the power of community building and has developed a consortium of  

program partners to leverage resources and bolster programmatic impact. In addition to  

partnering with local universities through the Federal Work-Study Program; one of our largest  

partnerships is the Public-Private Network. This partnership brings Kid Power students and high 

schools students from Sidwell Friends School, Georgetown Day School and Thurgood Marshall 

Academy together for mentorship, tutoring support, and civic engagement. We also collaborate 

with consulting firms to implement financial literacy and public speaking workshops. We are  

grateful to the following partners who collaborate with us to our strengthen mission.  



Michael Feder, Board Chair 

American Association for the Advancement of 

Science 

  

Jeri Mulrow, Vice-Chair 

U.S. Department of Justice 

 

Andrew J. Morgan, Secretary 

Lex Mundi Pro Bono Foundation 

 

Faheem Rahman, Treasurer 

Capital One Bank 

  

Sher’Nae Key, Parent Representative 

U.S. Department of Interior 

  

Peter Bloom 

Shipley Associates 

  

LaVonne Bunch 

iLead: Innovative Learning through  

Expeditionary and Adaptive Discovery 

Jennifer Carinci 

American Association for the  

Advancement of Science 

 

Gregory Henderson 

Flint Hill School  

  

Phillip Martin 

The Education Trust 

  

James Shipe 

Goulston & Storrs 

  

Peter Slone 

McKesson Corporation 

  

Robert Wood 

Eco Caterers 

Elitza Barzakova 

Nicole Berckes 

Patrick Fise 

Jenn Garbach 

Scott Garfing 

Max Kanner 

Lisa Kaplan  

Lot Kwarteng 

Alec Sorensen  




	Annual Report center.pdf
	Annual Report-Kid Power for Print.pub.pdf



